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The barrier has serious consequences for the entire Palestinian
population in the West Bank... The hardship caused by the barrier is



particularly grave in the area of the West Bank between the barrier and
the Green Line, known as the ‘Seam Zone’... Data supplied by the
military authorities in 2018 show a consistent decline in the number of
permits issued. The military authorities claim that this decline is due to
the concern that a growing number of Palestinians are using Seam Zone
permits to enter Israel illegally, where they may present a security risk.
Figures released show, however, that over the years the percentage of
security-based permit refusals has not exceeded 6% of all refusals of
agriculture-related requests, and was wusually under 2%. The
overwhelming majority of refusals were based on bureaucratic grounds,
primarily ‘failure to meet the criteria’... which reached a high of 83% of
all refusals in 2018. These restrictions on access impede essential year-
round agricultural activities. The detrimental impact is demonstrable in
the decrease in olive productivity (that accounts for 25% of the
agricultural income of the West Bank), which has diminished in the Seam
Zone by 55-65% in comparison with areas that are accessible all year
round...

Beyond the harm to livelihood, restrictions on access into the Seam Zone
infringe on the right to access and use of private property. Moreover, they
jeopardise land-owners’ ownership rights, following Israel’s practice of
declaring as ‘government land’ unregistered land that has not been
cultivated for three consecutive years... It is reported that the hardship
suffered within the area has pushed many of its residents to relocate,
while people who do not live in the Seam Zone have been abandoning
land they own in the area (DAVID KRETZMER & YAEL RONEN, THE
OCCUPATION OF JUSTICE: THE SUPREME COURT OF ISRAEL AND THE
OccUPIED TERRITORIES, 235-237 (second ed. 2021).
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